
Team Velociracers goes from Zero to Zenith in Efficycle 
Competition

A group of 14 students from College of Engineering, Pune (COEP) have added yet 
another achievement in the college’s legacy. ‘Team Velociracers’, comprising of students 
across branches of Mechanical to Electronics, have made their college proud by grabbing 
1st position in the endurance race and standing 2nd position overall out of the 165 teams 
that had registered from all over India in the EFFICYCLE 2015 competition organised by 
SAENIS. The event which was held at Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar (Punjab) 
from 15 to 18 October 2015 tested the safety and driveability of the trike along with the 
costing and marketing strategies. The team won awards worth INR 1,05,000.

Under the leadership of Captain Amol Waddamwar, Vice-Captain Suyog Kulkarni and 
mentorship of Prof. P. R. Dhamangaonkar the team has fabricated ‘VR2’, a 2 seater-three 
wheeled hybrid vehicle which can be manually driven by pedalling of drivers and could 
be run on battery operated motor. The ‘VR2’ had no match with other teams in terms of 
aesthetics and comfort. The ‘VR2’ is light at a kerb weight of just 100 kgs enabling it to 
travel at a top speed of 42 kmph.

Efficyle competition comprised of range of events like Technical Inspection, Utility test, 
Acceleration test, Gradient test, Maneuverability test and Endurance test. The vehicles 
were tested on a rough track consisting of sharp turns, pits, obstacles, etc. A few 
setbacks in the dynamic events did not deter the team as the two drivers had driven the 
trike with utmost precision to win the gruelling endurance race by covering 17 laps (34 
kms) in the defined time slot of 1 hour 15 minutes. The year round hardwork of team 
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members culminated in ‘Team Velociracers’ getting crowned the runner-up for overall 
position. The team is confidant in grabbing the pole position next year.  

Dr. B. B. Ahuja, Director, COEP and Dr. D. N. Malkhede, HOD, Mechanical Engineering 
Department have congratulated the team for their stupendous performance.

The team would like to thank its sponsors SECURENS, PIAGGIO Vehicles and VANAZ 
Engineers for funding the fabrication of vehicle. Also a special thanks to college 
authorities for providing the workshop facilities. This feat could not have been 
achievable without the guidance of our ex-captain Yuwraj Bajaj.
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VR2 along with awards
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VR2 lined up at the Endurance Race.
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VR2 Launch Ceremony at COEP
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